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SUBJECT: State Agencies Required To Offer Ethics Training

SUMVARY

This bill would provide that each state agency offer an orientation course on the
rel evant ethics statutes and regul ations that govern the official conduct of
state officials. This bill would also require that certain agency nenbers,

of ficers and enpl oyees attend the orientation course as specified.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This bill would becone effective January 1, 1999.

SPECI FI C FI NDI NGS

State | aw places certain training requirenents on state enpl oyees, such as
supervisory training for new supervisors.

Currently, no state lawrequires non-elected state officials or any enpl oyees of
the state, other than | egislative enployees, to attend an orientation course on
et hi cs.

This bill would provide that each state agency shall offer at |east sem -annually
toits “filers” as defined, an orientation course on the relevant ethics
statutes and regul ati ons that govern the conduct of state officials.

This bill would require each state agency to maintain as a public record, the
attendee’s nane, job title, and the dates of attendance for each orientation
course for a period not |less than five years after the course was given.

Also, this bill would require that current “filers” who hold a state agency
position on January 1, 1999, attend an orientation class no | ater than Decenber
31, 1999, and at |east once during each consecutive two cal endar years
thereafter.

Persons who becone “filers” after January 1, 1999, nust attend the orientation
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course within six nonths after becomng a “filer” and at |east once during each
consecutive two cal endar years thereafter

In addition, this bill would provide that attendance at an equi val ent ethics
orientation course through another state agency or the Legislature within the
tinme period of the bill would neet the requirenents.

This bill would provide that state agencies may jointly conduct and filers from
nmore than one state agency may jointly attend, an ethics orientation course.

This bill would require that before conducting each ethics orientation course,
state agencies consult with the Fair Political Practices Conm ssion and the
Attorney General regarding appropriate course content.

This bill would define “state agency” and “filer” for the purposes of this bill.
A “filer” for the purposes of this bill, is defined as each nenber, officer, or
enpl oyee of a state agency who satisfies both of the foll ow ng requirenents:

-The person hol ds any one of the follow ng positions with the agency: an

el ected office, a position that is exenpt fromcivil service, a career
executive assignment, the position of executive director or equivalent, or
the position of general counsel or its equivalent.

-The person is required to file a statenent of econom c interests because of
the position he or she holds with the agency.

| npl enent ati on Consi derati ons

It is unclear if the training would have to take place in a classroom
environment or could be conpleted in another manner, such as a conputer-
based trai ning course. The department has been expl oring conputer based and
ot her innovative training nethods in an attenpt to handle required training
courses nore effectively. Also, it is unclear what is nmeant by “rel evant.”
“Rel evant” could be defined in terns of the ethics of each state agency or
those ethics common to all state agenci es.

Once these issues are resolved, the requirenent to offer training and
mai ntain public records would not significantly inpact the departnent’s
training office.

FI SCAL | MPACT

Departnmental Costs

Approxi mately 53 “filers” fromthe departnent would be required to attend an
orientation course on the relevant ethics statutes and regul ati ons that
govern the conduct of state officials. This bill would not significantly

i npact the departnent’s costs.
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Tax Revenue Esti mate

This bill would not inpact the state’s incone tax revenue.

BOARD POSI TI ON

Pendi ng.



